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Livello di difficalta: medio/alto
CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FOR EACH OF THE BLANKS 1IN THE GIVEN PASSAGE

Testn. 1
Montessori believed that children learn best in a prepared ,a place in which
children can do things for .The prepared environment makes Jearning materials
and available to children in an format. Classrooms Montessori de-
scrived are really what educators when they talk about child-centered education
and active learning. is the essential characteristic of the prepared environment.
Since children within the environment are free to explore materiais of their own

they absorb what they find there. Maria Montessori was a master atcreating environments
for children that enabied them to he independent, active, and

choasing, orderly, themselves, young, environment, experiences, learn, advocate, freedom

Testn. 2

As children use the computer and other forms of technology, they have the t0

meet the following technology standards. Established by the International Saciety for Tech-

nolegy in Education {ISTE), these standards are for children ages prekindergarten through

second grade (2000].

1. Use input devices (e.g., mouse, keyboard, remote control} and cutput {e.g.
manitor, printer) to successfully operate computers, VERS, audiotapes, and other tech-
nologies.

2. Use a variety of media and teciinology resources for directed and independent
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activities.

3. Communicate abouttechnology using appropriate and accurate ter
minclogy.

4, Usedevelopmentally appropriate multimedia (e.g. interactive books, ed-
ncational software, elementary muitimedia encyclopedias) to support learning.

5. Work and collaboratively with peers, family members, and others when
using technelegy in the classreom,
Deimonstrate positive sacial and ethical when using technelogy:

Practice responsible use of technology systems and .

Create developmentally appropriate multimedia products with support [rom teachers
family members, or student partners.

9. Use techinology resources {e.g., puzzles, logical thinking programs, writing .

g o

digital cameras, tools) for problem solving, commiunication, and itius
tration of ,ideas, and stories.
10. . infarmation and communicate with others using telecommunication®

with support from teachers, family members, or student partners.

gather, hehaviors, developmentally, devices, resources, tools, opportunity, learning. thought
software, cooperatively, drawing



Testn. 3

jean Plaget the psycholegist credited with forming the theory of _development

in the late 19205, created a list of mental for each age. Here's what he said

first graders were capable of comprehending:

can understand symbols. For example, they can connect the fact thara

crown can mean a king. But they still learn from conerete evidence, such as adding by

counting .

Most of the time you'll understand your child’s togic, but she will still te-

gether seemly unrelated things and jump to conclusions,

Reverse thinking may still bean - This means it will still be hard for vour

child to go backwards threugh each step tn analyze a conclusion. Good luck trving to

convinee a child of this age that semething they believe is incorrect. Even il you fay out

the_ , they’il likely have troubie following you.

First graders are still , they believe evervone sees the world as they see

it. But the more vou expose them to other people, especially children, the faster they'll

leave this stage.

Your child will be able to tell if there is a difference in number or length or voluine

whean two objects. If you show your child two identical cups with an equal
of water, and pour one cup into a skinny tall glass and the other Cup in a

short wide glass, vour child will know they still have the samie amount of water

egocentric, limitations, fingers, cognitive, com paring, evidence, first graders, link, issue, amount

Testn. 4

With the schocl reform called “La buona scuola” over 100 00¢ . who have until
now been employed on contracts, will be o a permanent basis
in2015/16. While arouad half of these teachers will be filling existing positions, the other
half will be enteri gnew CTheir role will ke to sivenuthen the adne
gramine offered by each schiool, boik in terms of subjects and other aspects,
including reducing early school leaving andimproving students’ proficiency
inItalian. The ____planisintended to f{ix the Iong-standing problem of ‘waiti ng
lists” of qualified teachers. Overall, it is a positive measure, provided the government hon-
ours its commitment to only allow access to the nrofession via open from
2016 onwards. A potential issue is that it is unclear to what extent the compelences of the
additional teachers will really fit schools’ needs.

ational pro-

Competitions, recruited, individual, teachers, short-term, foreign, posts, taught, recruitment
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Testn. 5

On 3 September 2014 the ltalian government ‘La buona scuola) a refoym of
the school system. Projections in the 2015 National Reform Programme sug-
gest thal, of all the reforms in ltaly, the schoo! reform is likely to have the larg-
est positive on GDP in the long-term.

The school reform makes provisions for legislative decrees, the gov-
ernment 1o legislate on a number of issues in the 18 fallowing adoption of the
reform. The significant issues are initial teacher education and the creation ofa
single _system of early education and care for children aged 0-6.

childhood, months, impact, education, most, published, further, ongoing, empowering, integra ted

Testn. 6

“Learning Disability” is nota specific term; it is a category containing many specific disabili-
ties, all of which cause learning 1o be _The following definition of "learning dis-
abitity"” is used for legislative, financial, and educationai __onlv. Itis not a defi-
nition ol , which is one specific learning disability.

The term “learning disability” means a disorder in one or more of the basic processes in-
volved in understanding or written language. It may show upas a problemin listening, think-
ing, speaking, reading, writing, or spelling or ina person’s ability to do matl,
despite at least gverage intelligence.

The term does not include children who have learning problems which are primarily the
resuit of visual, hearing, or physical _or mental retardation, or emotional
. or of envirenmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage.

spoken, dvsiexia, difficult, disturbance, purposes, handicaps,

Testn. 7
A child's development is about a child developing or construct:
ing a mental model of the worid. Jean Piaget was interested both in how chitdren ;
and in how they thought. Piaget studied children from infancy to ad-
olescence, and carried out many of his own investigations using his three children. -
Piaget believed that children think differently than adults, and stated they go through 4 uni- :
versal stages of cognitive development; {0-2yrs) (2-7;
yrs.); (7-11yrs.}; (11yrs +].
Developmentis therefore based and changes as the child matures. Cog
nition therefore develops in all children in the same sequence of stages. Each child goes
through the stages in the same order, and no stage can be out - although
some individuals may never attain the later stapes. There arve individual differences in the
rate at which children progress through stages.
Piaget did not claim that a particular stage was reached at a certain age - although descrip:

tions of the stages often include an indication of the age at which the child
would reach each stage.
Piaget believed that these stages are - i.e. that the same sequence of develop”

ment occurs in children all over the world, whatever their culture.

average, Preoperational, Concrete Qperational, universal, Sensorimotor, Formal Og_)crationf-’ﬂ
missed, cognitive, learnt, biologically
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Testn. 8
Compulsory school, which is fee , starts at the age of 6 {with the possi-
bility to be anticipated to 5 1/2) and lasts until the age of 16. The ~ofalpha-
betization in Italy reaches the almost totality, at 99%. Schootls in ltaly are mainly public, al-
though some private exist.

Before entering the schooling system, children are usually introduced to

nidi d’infanzia and sezioni primavera, the equivalent of créches, These sections usual-
ly are for children of one to three years of age. They then enter the scuola dell’infanzia,
the rough equivalent of . Here, children begin experiencing a maore stand-
ardized schooling experience with classes, and fittle learning sections
with tasks. Often, they also at school and spend part of the afternoon there.

classmates, non-compuisory, percentage, kindergarten, exempted, institutions, eot

Testn. 9

Scuola Secondaria di Primo Grado was known as scuola media, Pu-
pils attend it until they turn vears old. Formerly at age fourteen, com-
pulsory education was considered complete. Now this limit has been
to sixteen. White the schogling is free, hooks must be at the second-
ary level. Class size is 2bout 21 students per class. The includes: religion, ltal-
ian, English, an alternate foreign language, history, geography, science, math, technology, in-
formation , art, music and physical education.

Atthe end of the three years of scuola secondaria di primo grado there is a State exam, sim-
ilar to the one students will have to take at the end of school.

curriculum, purchased, fourteen, high, formerly, raised, technolagy,

READ THE TEXTS BELOW. MODIFY THE WORD GIVEN IN CAPITAL LETTERS AT THE END OF
SOME OF THE LINES AND FORM A WORD THAT FITS IN THE GAP IN THE SAME LINE

Example: Pictures are useful tools for teaching  USE

Testn. 10 (1)

ﬁisinclear whether children learn languages better at a young age. |

Many people that they do, however, and a number of dif- | BELIEF
ferent

—_ _have benn offered. EXPLAIN
Itmay simply be, of course, that children have more | YOUTH

Opportunities

than adults. They are learning all the time without having the wor-
ries and

- of adulis; their parents, frineds and teachers all help | RESPONSIGLE
them in learning. ?

—
) Questo guesito & stato dats alla prova scritta del concorso a cattedre 2012 perla scuolo primaria.
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Testn. 11

Learning disabilities are generally identified when the st
i achievement, as on

e —————

individually administeres standardized tesis, is substantiaily beiow i GIVE ]
that expected the individual's chronciogical age, :

-

et st
! measured intelligence, and age-apnropriale educatiot,
£ porot

Students with _ disabilities may exhibit character Lo

| istics such as: marked difficulty in reading, writing, spelling, and/or
-__,,,_._—-.—u—_,__,__._..———-———..,_L__f_,._--——-,_.

i using . concepts; peor handwriring; disorgaitt

dirvections
| froudle unAersiaiit e » e e —— e T

frouble understanding or

et

L —

Test . 12

—— T e T T T T
The basis of the current schooling system werc . in 1946, | LAY
1 . I
when ltaly became a parliameniary republic,

Since then, statal has formed the re:
the didactic system in the €ou

niry.
J

school, whichla
means you do not need

to pay any fee. From 16 to 18,2 minimal registva- | b
tion fee of about 100 euro has 1o be paid.

— o —

who were not born in Haly, veceive free public edu- | Ch
| cation, ;

’M_

-
even after the end of compulsory schoot and even if they are regular

Testn. 13

Jfuptoscuolasecondaria diprimo grado thetalian | EDUCATION
system may seemvery much the sameas the American’s, whenitcames |
to high school, things change dramaticaily. i ]
Italy is __ to be one of the few countries in the world % KROW
where a distinct, well defined __ about a pu- 1 CHOOSE
pit's future professional career leeds to be taken as early as 14, ftal-
jan high schools are of different types, ;
i

e

—

depending on the main focus of their teachings.

n the mata foths o e
They must be chosen during the final year ol scuola secondaria @i ;

“ prime grado and the pupil attend it until his/ |

]

i

!

her 16th vear ol age.
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Test 2

ditference, and sum

he best ns when the use of FiND j
LeCnGICEY s TEACH
ricuium. b e, when children are using a software pregram
I

tf'iﬁl::'zt'ii'l':i);" s iterns, the placesthe concrate jitems !
onihe taixe ext 1o the computer or incorporates the items into class-

rocIn aChivities.

Research inaicates that using a compater with supporting manipula- | INCREASING :
tives _ chiidres’s skills more than using only the ma- ;
nipuiatives or the computer afone. ‘
While there are many coghitive advantages to using computers, there | USE

is danger in using too much drill and skill software.

In one study, children's was reduced by 504, after ucing | CREATIVE

this type of soitwars.
Testn. i5

Reading and writing are imporiant and skills for your | CHALLERNGE

first grader to learn, but math comes in close behing them.

First grade math is generally made up of skills that can be DIVISION

into groups such as nwmber sense, geometry, operations, and prob-

lem solving.

Number sense,

a set of math skills that your child’s understanding that | DESCRIPTION
numbers represent guantity, and that you can use numbers to count

“how many”, sits at the center of it all.

Ta progress in math, you: must acquire several concepti- | CHILDHOGD

s 3 ]

al building biocks in this area, including:

~ Numbers and counting to 100

= The language uszd in math, from concepts such as MEASURE !

i
and money o the technical
- of math, such as greater than, less than, add, subtract, | VOCABLE

- Anundersianding of ratio and proportion

_~_Recognizing colors, shapes, and patterns
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Testn. 16

Scuola primaria (formerly “elementare™), or primary school, begins |
alb age six and continues for five years. i

Classsizes generally run about twenty five perclasswith | CHiLD
a minimum of ten students.

Pluriclassi, or mixed-level classes, have between six and twelve stu- | MANAGEMENT
dents. Municipalities transportation and school
nieais,

most often asking for contributions but making for | EXEMPT
needy families.

The curricuinm : [talian, English, Geography, Histo- | INCLUSION
ry, Math, Science, Technology, Music, Art, Physical Education, infor-
mation Technology and Catholicism. i

Test n. 17

In order to recejved the Diploma di Scuola Superiore also known as | TWO
the Diploma di Maturita ( schoel diploma), students
must pass written and oral exams.

The {irst written exam requires an ,writtenin Ital- | find a synonyms

=
= lan, on an aspect of literature, history, society or science. for COMPOSITION
=T
= The second written exam requires the student Lo write a paper relat- | CHOOSE
v . . N . - - '
e ing o their specialisation. The third exam is more
= general
< = . K
- and includes questions contempaorary isstes and | REGARD
g the student’s chosen foreign language.
=) . . i i
& o After completing the written exams, i
230

students must take an oral exam in front of a board of six teachers. | THEY
This exams covers aspects of final year at school.

Successful students receive various tvpes of Diploma according to the
typre of schooi attended.

The Diploma di Scuola Superiore is generally recognised as a univer- | ENTER
sity ___ qualification, although some universities have ad-
ditional entrance requirements,




Test nn. 18

tive , ot a passive one,

Because Piaget's theory is based upon maturation and | BIOLOGY
stages,

the notion of "is important. Readiness concerns when | READY
certain information or concepts should be taught. According to Pi-

aget's theory

chiidren should not be cerfain concepts until they have | TEACH
reached the appropriate stage of cognitive development.

According to Piaget, assimilation and accommodation require an ac- | LEARN

because problem-solving skilis cannot be taught, they must be dis-
covered.

Within the classroom learning should be student centred a accom-
plished through active discovery learning. The role of the teacher is
to facilitate learning, rather than direct

TUITIONARY

Testn. 19

INValS] (National Institute for the Educational of In-
struction and Training) is a research institute with the status of Jegal
entity governed by public law,

EVALUATE

Itis to the Ministry of Education, Universities and
Research (MIUR), and - at least every three years - the Minister es-
tablishes the strategic priorities

ACLCOUNT

which the Institute must in mind when programming
its own activities - although the evaluation of technical-scientific pri-
orities is the Institute’s own responsibility.

BORNE

In particular the Institute carries out periodic and systematic checks
on students’ knowledge and skills, and on the overall quality of the
educational offering of schools and vocational insti-
tites, also with a view to lifelong learning. It also runs the National
Evaluation System (SNV).

TRAIN

S0 INVALS] prepares, for Ministry of Education selection, the nation-
al tests for the state examination at the end of the education cycles
{end ol upper educaticn)

SECOND

and studies the cause of student and drop-out, with
reference to the social contextand typologies of educational offering.
P——

FAIL

Further it provides support and technical assistance to the school ad-
Ministration, regional authorities, local bodies and individual schools
and vocational training institutes for implementing autonomous ini-
Hatives of monitoring, evaluation and self-evaluation.
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Test n. 20

READ THE TEXT BELOW. SUME OF THE RECOMMENDED PRACTICES ARE NOT CORRECT FOR

KIDS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES. WHICH ONE?

Learning disabilities, or iearning disorders, are an umbrella term for a wide variety oflearn-
ing problems. A learning disability is not a problem with intelligence or metivation. Kids
with learning disabilities aren’t lazy or dumb. in fact, mostare just as smartas everyone else.
Their brains are simply wired differensly, This difference affects how they receive and proc-
ess information, so the teacher has to use different theaching methods, such as:

1.
Z.

(O]

15.

Provide a syliabus with clear explanations of tasks and specific due dates.

tdentify your textbooks early so students have time to order them in alternate format
as needed.

Eemind students of deadlines.

When possible start each lecture with an oral or written summary or outline of mate-
rial to be covered.

Provide assignnment information enly in written format.

For large prejects or long papers help the student breakdown the tasx into cormponent
parts. Set deadtines for cach part. '

Provide prompt, explicit feedback, both in written and oral format.

Vary the class format; alternzte lecture with presentations and class discussion.

if someone does not understand a concept, explain it using the same excact word.
Structure opportunities for students to apply concepts and information.

iractice flexibility in requirving students to read cut loud

Never perform calcuiations at the board.

Be open to suggestions from the studenr about how to best accommodate their needs.
Use texts in alternate format, such as "books on tape”

Let use the word processor and/or spell check

Never use the lap top in class to take notes




Testn. 21

COMPLETE THE CHART BELOW!: FILL IN THE EMPTY SPACE WITH THE CORRECT SCIIOOL.

Licei

. . T : |
schools focusing on theoretical iearning i

Liceo elussico

——— ]

focuses on classical languages, philesophy and Hterateres

has branches in music and davce

. . . ]
fucuses on biclogy, chemistry, physics and maths g

focusing on humanities and wsychology
5 2 fa i

has branches in fine arts, design, photography, sculpture e, i

focuses on foreign languages

Istituit tecnici

schools focusing on technical skills

focuses on techical skills such as mechanics, iogistics, elecironics
ete. {divided in branches)

focuses on adirinistration, accoun ting, marketing or tourism }

Istituti professionali

schools focusing on professional skilis

hranches in industrial and artisanal production, techical assist-

has branches in agriculture, health and social services, hospitali- |

|
H
i
f
ence and maintenance f
!

!
ty and gastronomy, commnierce i

L
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